
WASTE FACILITY DRAWS PRAISE — World War II vessel in.photo above.; 
Is being utilized by the Modern.Transportation Co., South Amboy/.to store in^> 
dustria! and'human waste.:The. waste is later transported by deep-sea barge'-

for ocean dumping* Leonard Hilsen, a Middlesex County waste management 

.'. County solid waste management off iciaL. 
Leonard Hilsen disagrees with most of 
;South; Amboy .City Councilman-Kenneth ;.. 
Rogers* criticism of a .chemical and 
sludge storage, operation at the city's. 
piers, but he thinks one of Rogers' sugges
tions — an immediate investigation of the 

-facility by the State Department of En
vironmental Protection (DEP) ,—• is a . 
• pretty good idea.-.v-'.r-.'; " 

In fact.- Hilsen. the-chairman of the 
Middlesex County. Solid Waste Manage
ment Program's Citizen Advisory- Com-

7mittee,.said he would like to see a full-
scale DEP inquiry into "the entire- toxic 
waste disposal industry^ the state. 

Specifically^Hilserwwants-to-know 
where*anĉ how"chemicals*are<being?dis>-
posed, now- that- the*conservation*agency 
hasclnsedtheKin-Buc-landfillwhichwas' 
New Jersey's only-licensed receiver of 
li).\i<* waste products. 

ihlsen noted th.it the DEP is attempting 
to monitor the proM^m with its hearings 
on whether Kin-Buc should be permitted 
to reopen with an expanded operation that 
will include waste treatment facilities. 

One alternative- to Kin-Buc is storage 
and subsequent ocean dumping such as the 
South Amboy operation of the Modern 
Transportation Co. which has come under 
fire from Rogers. 

But with a federal ban on all ocean 
dumping to take effect by 1981. Modern's 
South Amboy process represents a tempo
rary solution, at best. 
^Another answer may be found in Mod-" 

.eras South Kearny, treat—=nt plant: that 

\ .LTheHudson County-operation entails the' 
.neutralization of-acids and caustics "and 
their subsequent proper disposal," Jlilsen 
explained. • .'v«^V--: -•';•••»''. 

; V Modern .is expanding the scope of its 
treatment plant to include cyanide waste; 
with the remaining sediment disposed of 
as fi l l under a permit by the.Hackensack 

. Meadowlands-.Development- Commission' 
• which Hilsen described as'"a tough out̂  
f i t . " - •. •. . ' ; •. 

What puzzles the waste management of
ficial and prompts his call for DEPatten? 
tion is that the plant is so 'grossly un
derused'". With a .capacity of 100,000 
gallons of treated waste a day, the Modern 
facility has been operating at only 10 to 15* 
per cent of that load, Hilsen said. : . . '• 
. While Kin-Buc was available for toxic 
waste disposal, such under-utilization was 
comprehensible because sophisticated, 
highly mechanized facilities such as Mod
em's South Kearny plant could not com
pote with the low-cost, simple process of 
dumping that the Edison landfill offered. 

But with Kin-Buc closed, Hilsen finds it 
"strange that business has not increased 
at other places." 

"It's clear that the chemicals are going 
someplace." he said. "I'm afraid it's 
down the sewers." 

Hilsen said that economics and price 
competition no longer comprise the cru
cial issue. 

"The real problem is one of industry 
playing square with the people of Middle
sex County who want to know where this 
stuff is going," Hilsen declared. "Industry 


